
IBM Ring 59 (New Haven, CT) Hosts  
Third Annual Magic Week 

 
Third time was indeed the charm for “Magic Week New Haven”!  Its third year provided more 

magicians, performances, venues and attendees than years one and two.  Ring 59 holds Magic Week 
during the final days of October to honor Houdini who passed away on Halloween in 1926.  Here are 
some details of the magic floating around Connecticut’s Elm City during the last week of October. 

On Saturday October 24th New Haven’s own Magic Dan tag-
teamed with visiting magician Zach Ivins for a great kick- off 

perform
ance at 
the New 
Haven 
Free 
Public 
Library’
s main 

branch.  The more than 100 audience 
members were dazzled by Dan’s silk to 
egg to rabbit to “flat rabbit” string of 
effects, among others.   Zach shared his 
slow-paced/high energy linking ring 
routine (see it, you’ll understand) along 
with many other effects.  Both had 
tremendous interaction with the audience 
members.  On Sunday the 25th Cyril the 
Sorcerer shared his “Recycling is Magic” 
show with folks at the New Haven 
Farmers’ Market in Edgewood Park.  At 
the same time Bryan Lizotte visited 15 
tables and dozens of diners at Leon’s 
Restaurant at New Haven’s Long Wharf.  
Bryan’s silk production and vanish were 
particularly dazzling as Bryan performed 
the entire routine inches in front of his 
audience.   

Bryan returned to kick off the magic during the work week.  He performed at the Mitchell 
Library on Monday followed by Jeff Horton at the Stetson Library on Tuesday.   Among many other 
high-interaction pieces Jeff produced “Puffy” the dove and “Harriet” the rabbit.  Joe Viola or “Magic, 
by Jove,” dazzled the folks who braved the rain to 
see him perform at the Wilson Library on 
Wednesday.  One of Ring 59’s youngest members, 
Joe introduced some “spook” in honor of the season 
with “The Thing” as well as some hilarity with a 6 
foot mouth coil from a magic coloring book.  Cyril the 

Magic Week Numbers 
 
8 Magicians 
10 Venues 
13 Performances 
15 Restaurant Tables 
663 Audience Members 

Zach Ivins Traveled from Waterford, CT  Magic Dan brought many friends to his show 



Sorcerer was back for another “Recycling is 
Magic” performance on Thursday at the Fair 
Haven Library.  Jim Lang finished off the 
work week in New Haven as “Master Jim,” a 
365 year old wizard from the Renaissance.  
He performed along with a round orange 
helper named Jack O'Lantern and a ghost that 
startled everyone.  Keith Zalinger extended 
the borders and performance style boundaries 
of Magic Week by providing 40 minutes of 
mentalism to…children!   Dressed as a 19th 
century gentleman Keith showed forethought 
and patience in serving up sorceries normally 
reserved for adults.  Counting with the 
children for number effects, garnering their 
interest with money effects, Keith made mentalism work in a setting thought impossible. 

Cyril the Sorcerer began the weekend with an in-the-dark performance before a park association 
showing of “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.”  He demonstrated that wizards can cause the 
invisible pixies that frequent the park to glow blue when caught and can use their pixie dust to cause a 
wand to dance.  Joe Viola brought the week to 

a close on Halloween itself.   He wowed more than 90 
attendees at the Mitchell Library with hippity hop 
rabbits, a 6 foot silk from an empty tube and, among 
other effects, his linking rings. 

The eldritch sorcerers of the Elm City are already 
looking forward to next year’s magic week.   We hope 
you will join us!   

 
 
 

 
 

The libraries not only hosted shows but also  
set up displays featuring books on magic 

Keith Zalinger brought mentalism to a packed house  
of children and their parents in Hamden, CT 

The Friends of Magic  
 

The magicians of IBM Ring 59 would like to offer their thanks to the 
many people and organizations that helped put the magic into magic week! 

 
Bob Fraulo - Allegra Print & Graphic    Rachel Berg - CitySeed 
Forbes - Leon’s Restaurant      Kim Rogers - Westville 
Sharon Lovett-Graff - NH Free Public Library   Lisa Siedlarz - SoHu New Haven 
Phyllis Swebilius - New Haven Register    Elmcitybeat.com 
Nancy McNicol & Nancy McLaughlin - Hamden Library 
Justin Elicker & Nancy Thompson - Friends of East Rock Park  
 
Justi 


